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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . This office action is in response to the RCE filed on 06/06/2007. Claims 1-32 are 
cancelled. Claims 33-57 are pending in the instant application. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



3. Claims 33, 34, 39-44, 46 and 51-57 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Alexander et al (US 6798767), hereinafter referred to as Alexander, in 
view of Brody et al (US 6278697), hereinafter referred to as Brody. 



Re claims 33, 39, 42, 51 and 57, Alexander discloses a communication network 
including a plurality of LANs interconnected with a WAN. Alexander discloses IP 
telephony devices having a unique IP address (a unique address) and the capability of 
encapsulating a user's voice packets into IP packets (call receipt rule of the device) so 
that the voice can be transmitted over LAN, WAN or Internet (connection information 
comprising a unique address and a call receipt rule of the device, column 4, lines 1-5). 
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Alexander discloses a call manager controlling and maintaining databases for IP 
telephony devices on LANs, which are IP networks {a median server storing a first 
collection of connection information for a first plurality of devices associated with a first 
managed IP network and a second collection of connection information for a second 
plurality of devices associated with a second managed IP network, column 4, lines 26-37; 
column 8, line 47 to column 9, line 20). A call manager control IP telephony devices on 
the first managed IP network and the second managed IP network (column 4, lines 26- 
37). Alexander discloses querying and determining the number of a called device from 
the list by utilizing mapping table or database with device names and IP addresses of 
telephony devices on IP networks {receiving a query from a device of the second 
managed internet protocol network, the query seeking appropriate connection 
information for a called device associated with the first managed IP network and sending 
the appropriate connection information to the device associated with the second 
managed IP network, column 10, lines 38-42; lines 48-56). Alexander discloses a 
network interface receiving data from and transmits data to IP network {a network 
interface engine communicatively coupled to the median server to receive a query 
seeking appropriate connection information for a called device, column 6, lines 56-59). 
Alexander discloses routing the call in accordance with the set of connection information 
in response to receiving the set of connection information from the mediation server 
(column 5, lines 1-5), but fails to explicitly disclose the second set of call receipt rule 
relating to a second format of IP data that is acceptable to the second plurality of devices. 
Brody discloses converting the first protocol message into the second protocol message 
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(column 7, lines 44-50). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to modify the system of Alexander by adding to it 
the feature of protocol conversion so that other types of second network such as voice 
over Frame Relay would be serviced. 

Re claim 34, Alexander discloses a gateway sending signaling information to 
connect call to a device (the median server does not provide call signaling to the first 
plurality of devices, column 1 1 , lines 38-41). 

Re claim 38, Alexander discloses a first call receipt rule selected from the group 
consisting of an IP header rule (each packet has the same destination IP address, column 
4, lines 55-56), a real time transport rule (the encapsulation is performed by RTP running 
over UDP, column 5, lines 6-7), an allowable sample size (TCP layer divides the data to 
be transmitted into one or more packets, column 4, lines 51-54), a network access rule 
(transmitting LAN or WAN in necessary, column 4, lines 49-50), and a supported coding 
protocol rule (a codec converts the signals, column 4, lines 63-66). 

Re claims 40 and 41, Alexander discloses presenting a calling party with call 
options comprising a VOIP call option (making a call to IP telephony device, column 6, 
lines 1-2) and a circuit switched call option (making a call to a PSTN telephony device, 
column 5, lines 52-53), receiving the set of connection information from the mediation 
server (column 10, lines 38-42) and routing the call in accordance with the set of 
connection information in response to receiving the set of connection information from 
the mediation server (column 5, lines 1-5). 
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Re claims 43 and 44, Alexander discloses controlling IP telephony devices on the 
first managed IP network and the second managed IP network (a network interface 
engine communicating with the first and second managed IP network via first and second 
private networks, column 4, lines 26-37) and determining if the called device is 
associated with the first managed IP network or the second managed IP network (a 
retrieval engine collecting the appropriate connection information from the first 
collection of connection information and the second collection of connection information, 
column 4, lines 32-36). 

Re claim 46, Alexander discloses linking an IP address of a telephone device on 
the first IP network and an IP address of a telephone device on the second IP network 
(column 9, lines 21-30). 

Re claim 52, Alexander discloses determining if a device is connected to an IP 
network and routing a call to a gateway for circuit-switched network when non-IP 
telephony devices are called (sending a query to the information store to identify 
connection information related to a device associated with a third managed IP network 
and receiving an indication that the connection information is unavailable, column 5, 
lines 34-37; column 9, lines 42-50; lines 63-67; column 11, lines 17-21). 

Re claim 53, Alexander discloses routing a call to a gateway via PBX (route IP 
data associated with a call to the device associated with the third managed IP network 
via a media gateway accessible to a circuit switched network, column 5, lines 52-53), 

Re claims 54-56, Alexander discloses controlling IP telephony devices on the first 
managed IP network and the second managed IP network (column 4, lines 26-37) 
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Claims 35-37, 45 and 47-50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Alexander in view of Brody and further in view of Donley et al (USPUB 
20040180646), hereinafter referred to as Donley. 

Re claims 35-37 and 45, Alexander discloses allowing a system administrator to 
access and edit the alternate number list (column 12, lines 55-58). Alexander fails to 
disclose receiving credentials from a party making the request and zoning the information 
store such that allowing the party access to the first collection of connection information 
does not automatically allow the party access to the second collection of connection 
information. Donley discloses getting credentials from the subscriber (paragraph [0038]). 
It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Alexander to include certification and authentication 
server of Donley so that only an authorized user can edit the connection information 
which can be separated into a set of information. The motivation is to achieve increased 
levels of network security by the process of verifying the identity of a user's eligibility to 
access and edit the connection information. 

Re claims 47-50, Alexander discloses allowing a system administrator to access 
and edit the alternate number list (the access to the information store includes editing the 
first connection information, column 12, lines 55-58), but fails to disclose comparing a 
set of credentials received from a management console coupled to the information store 
having the maintained set of credentials. Donley discloses verifying the received 
credentials are identical to the stored credentials (paragraph [0043], lines 1-5). It would 
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have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify the system of Alexander to include certification and authentication server 
of Donley so that only an authorized user can edit the connection information which can 
be separated into a set of information. The motivation is to achieve increased levels of 
network security by the process of verifying the identity of a user's eligibility to access 
and edit the connection information. 



Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 33-57 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hong Cho whose telephone number is 571-272-3087. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri during 7 am to 4 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wing Chan can be reached on 571-272-7493. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-3088. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Hong Cho 
Patent Examiner 
7/25/2007 



